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Abstract: 

Istanbul as a city is magical and full of surprises, a meeting place of East and West. I visited 

Istanbul because of the influence of Orhan Pamuk as a writer who is my research interest. His 

writings took me to see Istanbul in person. Orhan Pamuk is a Turkish writer who won Nobel 

Prize for Literature in 2006. Pamuk`s novels do have a typical `Pamukian` plot wherein 

characters appear as mere props put in the novel, to tell the story of the city the author regards 

as his home – Istanbul. Istanbul: Memories and the City, a memoir by Pamuk evoke both a 

magical city and a melancholy one, reeling from the loss of empire, torn by the clash between 

secularism and political Islam and seduced by the West. Pamuk`s Memoir now ranks as one 

of the most illustrious author-trademarked cities in literary history, it was simply the beloved 

backdrop of his childhood and youth. 
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I boarded the Oman Airlines from Bengaluru International airport, with great 

excitement, enthusiasm and an element of wonder!  The journey to Muscat, capital of Oman 

as a transit to Istanbul was a break not only to my hours-long journey but also to my level of 

excitement and astonishment. It was night time and the city of Oman, in aerial view looked 

dazzling with golden coloured lights as if the whole city was soaked in gold glitter. It just 

looked so colourful and magnificent from above. After an hour break boarded the Turkish 

Airlines flight to my destination Istanbul. By the time I reached Istanbul`s Ataturk airport, it 

was a late-night, there I gathered the information that this is an old airport and the new big 

one is under construction. From there took a taxi and reached the hotel where I had the 

booking. I have to confess that this journey was much awaited for me for two reasons: one, 
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it`s always a delight and pleasure to travel with my husband and secondly, visiting Istanbul 

not only as a tourist but also as a researcher. 

Istanbul is magical and full of surprises as a meeting place of East and West.                        

A beautiful city which links Europe and Asia across the Bosphorus Strait. Orhan Pamuk`s 

influence as a writer took me to see his place Istanbul in person. Orhan Pamuk is a Turkish 

writer who won Nobel Prize for Literature in 2006. I went to Istanbul without any prejudices 

and bias, but had read about the place and also read a memoir of my research writer Pamuk, 

still consciously made an effort to see Istanbul the way I could perceive as an individual, a 

woman, a researcher and a visitor. I mean there are many angles or lens I had perceived the 

city of my interest. It`s because as a researcher I have to go and see all those places which are 

mentioned and depicted by Pamuk in his fictional world. 

I visited Istanbul, the largest city in the Republic of Turkey, situated on the shores of 

the Bosphorus and is bordered to the north by the Black Sea, to the east by the region of 

Kocaeli and the Marmara sea; to the west by Tekirdag and the Kirklareli region. In our 10 

days long trip, I decided to visit Istanbul and witness its beauty as it is and to my utmost 

satisfaction. This is how my experience differs from others, irrespective of my knowledge of 

the city. Therefore decided to start exploring the city from my place of stay.  

I took a tour of Bosphorus Strait by boat. This view of Bosphorus was so striking that 

it will undoubtedly leave a long lasting influence in one`s memory after leaving Istanbul and 

I guarantee that one aspires to visit again. It was a delight to see the bluest waters both the 

sides while travelling in a boat. First, I saw the Bosphorus bridge, connecting Europe to Asia 

with a breathtaking view of the Bosphorus Strait. This was the first bridge to connect the 

continents of Europe and Asia which were opened on the 30th of October 1973. Today the 
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neighbourhood in and around the Bosphorus bridge hosts many religious structures. It is also 

a popular spot for locals and tourists with its art galleries, nightclubs, cafes, and restaurants 

which provides an excellent view of the city during night times.  All this is located right 

under the bridge of Bosphorus, that`s really unique and special. 

On the way the trip we stopped at the Rumelian Fortress, located at the European side 

of Bosphorus, a three-towered fortress which was built in 1452 on the Bosphorus strait to 

protect the narrow waterway from advancing ships. This fortress (castle) played a role in the 

Fall of Constantinople in 1453 and that its very shape and details are an example of the 

historical developments that led to this world-changing event like the end of the Byzantine 

Empire after over a thousand years and also the establishment of the Ottoman Empire as a 

major power centre for five centuries. 

After my visit to Rumelian fortress, I was stopped at the Dolmabahce  Palace which in 

the 19th century was the principal residence and the administrative centre of the Turkish 

Ottoman Empire. This palace is famous for its splendour baroque exterior and mixture of 

traditional and European interior decorations as a reminder of the formidable Ottoman 

Empire.    

Istanbul winters are warm and wet, summers hot and dry. It has several universities, 

schools, libraries, and museums. The city is an impressive sight, situated as it is on the site 

dominating both the Golden Horn and the Bosphorus Strait. The city possesses fine 

monuments and artefacts of the Byzantine and the Ottoman era. Up to the Turkish conquest 

of Istanbul by Mehmet II in 1453, the city was the centre of the Byzantine Empire. After that 

date, it became the centre of the Ottoman Empire. After the founding of the Turkish Republic 

in 1923, the capital of Turkey became Ankara. 
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To name a few of the monuments here, Hagia Sophia: the most renowned Byzantine 

cathedral and the best known Christian church in Istanbul. Basilica Cistern, constructed 

during the reign of Constantine I (306-337), this underground cistern was constructed to 

ensure water supply during a siege. Topkapi Palace, the so-called old palace was the abode of 

Sultan Mehmet, the conqueror. The new palace was built in the mid-nineteenth century on the 

banks of Bosphorus strait by Mehmet II. The Archeology Museum is one of the most 

important museums in the world. It was also Turkey`s first museum and possesses in its 

collection of some unique objects from various past civilizations. The museum of Ancient 

oriental civilizations houses most important world collections of antiquities of the near east. 

The covered bazaar, popularly called as Grand Bazaar is the largest covered market having 

65 streets within. The Spice Market, Istanbul`s second covered market has 6 gates and 86 

shops. The Golden Horn is a gulf of 7 km, a natural harbour of the city. The Galata bridge 

links old Istanbul with new, one part belonging to the Asian side and the other to the 

European side. Dolmabahce Palace is situated on the European shores of the Bosphorus has 

witnessed some key events in Turkey`s recent political history.  And the list goes on, 

endlessly 

Visited the Museum of Innocence, a museum opened by Orhan Pamuk based on his 

novel by the same title. The Museum of Innocence is about Istanbul's upper class beginning 

in the 1970s, a time when Mr Pamuk was growing up in the elite Nisantasi district.  He 

describes the novel as a love story set in the melancholic back streets of that neighbourhood 

and other parts of the European side of the city. But more broadly it is a chronicle of the 

efforts of bourgeois Istanbul is to define themselves by Western values, a pursuit that 

continues today`s Turkey as a whole takes a more Islamic turn. Although Mr Pamuk said that 

the book explores the pretensions of upper-class Turks, who in spite of their Pro-Western 
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attitudes are highly conservative, it is hard not to see the bricks-and-mortar Museum of 

Innocence as largely an act of nostalgic appreciation. The first thing you see is cigarette butts. 

There are thousands of them — 4,213 to be exact — mounted behind plexiglass on the 

ground floor of the Nobel Laureate Orhan Pamuk's new museum. This quirky museum, 

tucked away in a 19th-century house on a quiet street in the Cukurcuma neighbourhood, 

among junk shops that sell old brass and worn rugs.  Everything else on the museum's four 

floors, a specific reference to the novel — each cigarette has supposedly been touched by 

Fusun, the object of the narrator's obsessive love. 

Istanbul: Memories and the City, a memoir by Pamuk evoke both a magical city and a 

melancholy one, reeling from the loss of empire, torn by the clash between secularism and 

political Islam and seduced by the West. Pamuk`s Memoir now ranks as one of the most 

illustrious author-trademarked cities in literary history, it was simply the beloved backdrop of 

his childhood and youth. These days, he sometimes feels annoyed when critics harp on about 

the ineffable melancholy and nostalgia (hüzün is the Turkish word) that haunts his depictions 

of the picturesque old imperial capital that has mushroomed into a hyper-modern metropolis 

at such breakneck speed. 

Also visited the Orhan Kemal Literature Museum, situated in a five-story building in 

the Beyoglu district of Istanbul. On display are Kemal`s photographs of private life and 

family, the original first edition of his books, his private letters, articles, dissertations about 

his works. 

Visited the University of Istanbul and the University of Marmara in Istanbul.  In the 

Istanbul University, they have departments of the Faculty of Letters, Turkish language and 

literature, Eastern languages and literature, Western languages and literature,                               



Scholar Critic                                        ISSN 2348 – 6945 (Online) 

Vol-06, Issue-03, December, 2019.                                                                       ISSN 2348 – 6937 (Print) 
 

www.scholarcritic.com 
 

P
ag

e7
7

 

                                                                                                                                                                                     

Ancient languages and culture, Slavic languages and literature, Translation studies and 

Linguistics.  They also have a separate department for a school of foreign languages.                     

This university was established in 1453 and has got around 88,500 students enrolment.               

Here, I got an opportunity to meet some of the professors, research scholars, and students; 

opened my conversation about my author Orhan Pamuk. He is famous no doubt among this 

crowd but I did not see much of the research work carried on him, presently.                               

There are many reasons for it like his works are considered to be way ahead of times, he is a 

controversial writer who no longer lives in Istanbul, Turkey. Because of his outspoken nature, 

Pamuk is known but people hardly speak about him in public. Pamuk`s use of secularism as 

an analytical lens to the politics of Turkey through his novels which                                        

comprises of its historical cultural, social and Turkish identity. 

In Pamuk`s writings, the city of Istanbul plays a significant role as most of                            

his novels are set in Istanbul. He wanted to get beyond the tourist sights and observe the city 

as he sees it — a place of epic history and deep personal associations. This made                              

me see the city with childlike excitement! Pamuk, born in Istanbul; grew up in a                          

wealthy yet declining upper-class family, an experience he describes in passing                                 

in his novels. Despite living in Istanbul for more than six decades Pamuk still finds that the 

best way to nourish his memory and imagination is to explore the city.                                  

He said that the background research he conducts for his novels (generally) included 

interviewing people, especially enjoyable as he took great pleasure in combining                                 

these firsthand accounts with his own experiences. In the city of Istanbul,                               

ultimately Pamuk observed writing traverses the space between the author`s memories and 

his imagination. 
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